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Farm focus – Scotland

New site brings jobs to Orkney
Scottish Sea Farms expansion is good news for local suppliers too

M

Orkney salmon sales could now
“
potentially reach £26 million in both
the UK and international markets
”

could now potentially reach £26 million in both the UK and international
markets.
‘We want to continue to build relationships locally and are bringing skilled
employment with training packages to Orkney.

Above and opposite: The
Wyre site is stocked
with smolts for the first
time
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ORE than 480,000 salmon smolts were
introduced to their new home at Wyre,
Orkney, last month as Scottish Sea
Farms’ latest site went live.
The 1,800 tonne farm has created six new jobs
locally and will significantly increase production
of the quality salmon farmed in Orkney waters.
The Scottish Sea Farms investment of £2.6 million has also stimulated earnings for numerous
Scottish suppliers and Orkney based companies,
including Fusion Marine, Knox Nets, Leask Marine and Northwards.
The local hotel and haulage company on the
remote Island of Sanday have also benefited
from workers staying on the Island as the site
was developed and constructed.
New barges and landing craft have been built
for the Orkney region this year at Macduff Shipyards in Aberdeenshire.
Jim Gallagher, managing director of Scottish
Sea Farms, said: ‘This is good news for both Scottish Sea Farms and the local community.
‘This site at Wyre, made up of 12 x 100m
cages, will help to secure the long-term future of
our Eday site and increased Orkney salmon sales

FISH FARMING CAGES
AND HEAVY DUTY WORKBOATS
First class products which satisfy the present day high requirements
to strength and safety, drawn and developed in close cooperation
with the fish farming industry.
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New site brings jobs to Orkney
‘Over the past nine months, the new employees have been supported with extensive training
on our sites in Orkney and working with the local
college.
‘Our Heart of the Community Trust is also there
to support community initiatives that make a real
difference to local people’s lives.’
Wyre site manager Kristjan Ingimarsson has
relocated with his family from Iceland and said:
‘I was attracted to Scottish Sea Farms as the
company has a good reputation and I had visited
Scotland as a tourist and liked the people and the
country.
‘The company has invested heavily in this
new site and we have the latest equipment and
technology to ensure that we farm the fish in the
best way possible, for a great tasting product and
for the environment.’
Two of the new employees live on the remote
island of Rousay.
Scottish Sea Farms currently employs 35 staff
in Orkney and this expansion will enable the
company to supply quality Scottish salmon to key
markets all year round. The first harvests from
the new Wyre site are anticipated at the end of
2016.
The nets used in the new sites, supplied by
Knox Nets, are made by Indian company Garware-Wall Ropes. A combination of Star knot-less
and Sapphire ultra-core HDPe gives them a
strong anti-predator quality. They are an improvement on the previous nylon netting which
lost 10 per cent of its strength when added to
water.

September was a good month for Scottish Sea
Farms as it also won two prizes at the SCDI Highlands and Islands Business Excellence Awards.
The company picked up the Benromach Award
for Excellence in International Business - it exports to 12 different markets, representing sales
of more than £30 million last year.
Scottish Sea Farms, in conjunction with Marine
Harvest, also won the ScotRail Business Direct
Award for Excellence in Business Service and
Engagement at the awards ceremony held at the
Drumossie Hotel in Inverness.
The two companies were recognised for their
initiative to breed wrasse, at the University of
Stirling’s marine facilities at Machrihanish in
Argyll, in an effort to combat sea lice.
Gallagher said: ‘These two award wins mean a
great deal to Scottish Sea Farms and the teams of

hard working people we employ in the Highlands and Islands and across Scotland. It is our
employees who work extremely hard, in often
challenging conditions, which has resulted in this
recognition.
‘Our investment in the business continues
with new equipment being commissioned and
supplied by other Scottish companies. Our commitment to sustainability is ongoing and this has
been recognised with the joint award win with
Marine Harvest, for the collaborative research
work we are doing with wrasse.
‘Most importantly, H&I Business Excellence
Awards recognise our investment in the Scottish
economy, our staff management, our training
and development of our young people and the
commitment to developing our quality standards
across all areas of fish farming.’ FF
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